[image: image2.png]


Anything The Football Can Do…[image: image3.png]



(The Official Newsletter of the Old Wilsonians’ Cricket Club)



     www.oldwilsonians.co.uk

Editor:
Mike Pike

Issue  No:  186  (January   2021) 
Club:Old Wilsonians
68a Knighton Park Rd



       

Hayes Hill

Sydenham SE26 5RL

  www.oldwilsonians.com 

Hayes, Bromley, 

Tel:  020 8659-6443 






Kent

Email: owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk


















Telephone: 0208 462 2600
The year starts in the most awful of ways 

I had intended to start this, the first newsletter of the year, in both a traditional way, wishing  you all a Happy New Year,  saying that this was one way for the cricket club to keep in contact with its membership during the winter months and  urging everyone to take care and stay safe in these most difficult of times, all of which I do, but 2021 started in the most awful of ways for the OWCC with the devastating news of the death of  Graham Watts on January 5th

The love and respect that we all felt for Graham is such that this edition is dedicated to him and I will now write about the subjects I intended to cover in  February and, in all probability, feature additional tributes that I will  almost certainly receive over and above those featured this time. 

We are already thinking of having ‘A Watts Day’ during Cricket week to commemorate all that Graham and brother Bryan did for us over the years, but nothing  can replace the fond memories we all have of Graham

We will all miss Graham, me more than most -  Alex Forbes remembers the great man 


Graham Watts passed away on January 5th  and  will be sorely missed


Graham was a big character and did an awful lot of work behind the scenes at the Old Wilsonians and has been a stalwart of the cricket club for over 30 years . He joined the club when he joined his late brother,  Bryan,  and 90 others on our first cricket tour of Barbados;  he enjoyed ‘the crac ‘. 
He became 2nd XI scorer that tour although had no idea how to score - that was Graham . The deal was done over a number of rum and cokes , and  involved 5 of us running in the marathon and  him learning to score . 

From then on Graham threw himself into the club, and  he has been 2nd XI scorer ever since..  Graham was an organiser and ran a number of Presidents Ladies Nights and OWA Dinners with his brother and my old man. 

He also helped raise funds by getting the club involved in events he organised, such as The London Marathon - handing out water , Dulwich horse show -  putting up fences,  and  the Womens’ London run .

Also, and for the last decade, he has run the 200 club and Super club draws. His passion, though,  was the cricket club, and he  could be seen late into a Saturday night inputting scores from various home matches and  then joined  the rest of us for a diet coke and a laugh. 

Graham became our first ever Club captain in thanks for all his hard work,  and was also a great listener with sound judgement , both of which  will be missed greatly  


Many years ago I worked for Graham at Southwark Council where he ran the entertainment division. He also acted as matchmaker to Debbie and me . 


We will all miss Graham, and me more than most 


Rest in peace Wattsy
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Graham Watts – the man who broke the Old Wilsonian mould 
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Graham reconciles the score-book, but there was more to him than being our diligent scorer – read on to learn more about this remarkable man 


Most of us were pleased to see the end of 2020, with a global pandemic seeing 1.7 million deaths – and counting – and even more suffering from its effects, so  most of us did not mourn its passing and, being an optimistic race,  felt that 2021 must surely be a lot better .

However the year started dreadfully from an Old Wilsonian perspective when January 5th saw the death of Graham Watts, a unique OW and a man who laid the foundation stones for the transformation of our unique Club. 


He was our first ever Club captain and anyone who attended his marquee event – literally – will never forget the Abba tribute act he hired to mark the occasion, particularly after ‘Abba’  were joined by Clive Peckover and his unique  voice. 


Brother Bryan was the Master of Ceremonies that night and the experience both of them had gained in organising events for Southwark Council was very much in evidence. 


The OWs also gained from their expertise in many other ways as Graham, who organised the London Marathon for a number of years, ensured that not only did we gain much needed funds by acting as the likes of marshals on the day, but also fast tracked  entry for some of our members to the race itself, many of whom were raising money for the club as the consequence of their participation. 


Graham also dealt with the elite athletes and well-known personalities, including Frank Bruno, to whom he allocated the number 1995 for the race and on receiving a ‘phone call from the latter’s manager asking why he had been given that number, Graham replied: 

“I thought it was appropriate because that was the year he became world heavyweight champion” and, whilst giving this explanation, Graham became aware of Frank’s distinctive chuckle in the background.


Graham also worked at Beckenham Sports Club for a number of years and on his first day became the victim of the ‘let’s wind up the new boy syndrome’ when a colleague asserted:

“Graham – there is a woman playing tennis whom I’ve never seen before; can you check to see if she’s a member?” 


Eager to impress Graham sauntered over to the tennis courts and inquired:

“Excuse me madam; are you a member,” only for the lady in question to give him a disconcerting stare; it was Martina Navratilova. 


Neil Warnock, who was manager of Crystal Palace Football Club at the time, came in one Sunday morning and explained that he and his family had recently moved into the area and were interested in joining the Tennis Club. 


Graham was not a follower of football – rugby was his Winter game – and explained the joining process to the new member which was completed satisfactorily and when Graham became aware of Warnock’s credentials he suggested a T20 game of cricket between Beckenham and CPFC. 


The Palace manager agreed to this – and to be his side’s umpire – and a date was agreed but, and sadly, a torrential down-pour half an hour before the game was due to start meant that it had to be called off. 


However, and despite his lack of interest in football, Graham always supported the OWFC’s  Vice Presidents and friends days and was even persuaded to speak at the Football Club’s end of season Dinner one year; and successfully, too.


Graham was a great organiser and was instrumental in seeing the OWs make several trips to Barbados, the first of which saw us play a game  at the Kensington Oval where the opposing opening bowlers were Wes Hall and Charlie Griffith whilst,  on a break from cricket, some of our players encountered Gary Sobers on the local golf course.  


Many years ago he took over the running of the Super 70 and 200 Clubs, another example of his fund-raising expertise, and the monthly draw became one of the highlight of OWLS – Old Wilsonian Lunches – as indeed were his ‘Parish notices’, which  will never be the same again. 


But it was as our 2nd Xl scorer that most readers will remember him, a job he had been doing for almost 30 years. 


He often became frustrated at the lack of opposing scorers, particularly when they did not even have the decency to score when they were batting. 


“We’ll get the details from play cricket” was the normal stock response, probably not realising how the results got there - little did they know that this was another of the many jobs that Graham undertook.


My guess is that Graham first made an appearance at Hayes one Sunday about 40 years ago when he was one of many supporting our exceptionally gifted Sunday side at the time, for whom Bryan kept wicket. 


They all sat to the right of the pavilion in deck-chairs, often with supporters from the opposition, chatting amiably as they watched the cricket and applauding at appropriate moments. Eventually Bryan persuaded his younger brother that he should take up scoring, an activity he took to like a duck to water and the rest, as they say, is history. 


After Bryan’s death Graham inaugurated a ‘wicket-keeper of the year award’ and purchased, from his own pocket, a number of replicas for the winner to keep for all time. 


Graham knew who to talk to about such things, and many others, and was in the process of getting the score-board updated when he died. He was also the man to go to when a new bench was needed, whilst his signage ability has never been more in evidence than  now.


He was also admired and respected by other Clubs, as this message from the Chairman of Bromley Common illustrates:

“Leigh Walker contacted me today to say he had heard of the recent death of your esteemed scorer, Graham Watts.

That is sad news, indeed.  He was always a popular visitor at our club and a valued member of the cricket family.

Please pass on the condolences of all at Bromley Common to his family and many friends at Old Wilsonians.

Regards,Dave Williams,Chair, BCCC

Brian Smith, who, amongst other things, collates the results for both the Kent and Regional leagues, wrote as follows: 

 “So sorry to hear the news - a great loss to Old Wilsonians CC. Please pass on my condolences to friends and family”  and  Peter Wiseman, the Beckenham scorer, recalls Graham’s days working at that Club as follows: 

“Nobody produces posters like Graham.”


And how apposite that the last game Graham saw was our T20 semi-final against Bexley at Bromley Common’s ground, and I’m sure Graham’s memory will give the side  added inspiration when they eventually take on Tunbridge Wells in the final. 

Bryan’s death affected Graham greatly and I do not think he ever recovered from it. They used to call each other at 8-00 a.m. every morning until the day when Bryan did not answer his ‘phone. 


Concerned, Graham ordered a cab only to discover that his older brother had died in his bathroom. Now it was the turn of Jasper Gundry-White, whom Graham considered to be a surrogate brother, to discover the death of the younger Watts. 


As we all know, Graham had been in poor health for the last few years or so with frequent stays in hospital, the last being just before Christmas. I used to speak to him two or three times a week, even more frequently when he was in hospital, and he genuinely seemed to be lot better, speaking highly of the treatment he had received during his last stay.


But, and sadly, this proved to be a false dawn and we will no longer be able to enjoy his company.


 To return to the start of this piece and my claim that Graham was 

“ a man who laid the foundation stones for the transformation for our unique Club,”

his legacy must surely be that he proved that you do not have to be a former member of Wilson’s school or Wilson’s Grammar school to be a member of the Old Wilsonians’ Association, and to establish the truth and reality  that we are all Old Wilsonians now, irrespective of  where we  received  our education. 

Other tributes received so far – please feel free to add to them 
Thought I’d send  you a message,  pikey,  and my sincerest condolences with the loss of Graham. Really am gutted for myself and everyone at the club.    Steve Lawrence 
Hi Mike - Truly sorry to hear about Graham.  He was such a lovely man with a great sense of humour. He was very helpful to me when organising things at the club.  He also loved my dogs.  I know you will really miss him when you finally get back to the score box.  -  Steph Jenkins 
What dreadful news! I was only chatting to him at the Christmas lunch when he seemed on fine form. A lovely man,  who gave me a lot of information on heart problems (we both had heart surgery) and he was related to Vic Bennett whom, as you know, passed away last year and  was a good friend of ours.
A lousy start to 2021; RIP Graham. -  Alan Wilson 
So sad to hear about the loss of Graham.  I had not seen him for several months due to the lockdown and I knew he had health problems, but he always kept his spirits up and continued to send me details of the OW Draws,  which he managed for years.  I worked with him and Bryan and Ian Forbes on the Annual Dinners for several years,  with Graham producing the Menus and collecting monies on the night.  Another one who will be sadly missed by OWs, the OWLS lunches and GOALS 

Malcolm Taylor 
His heart was with us in every way  -   Mick Pilgrim 
Another stalwart gone. He was a regular G.O.A.L.S. member at one time,  along with Bryan,  but not so much in the last few years, possibly with his growing monthly commitment to O.W.L.S.

I had heard from another source but was asked not to publish in my Wednesday articles.

However,   as now published for O.W.L.S. members, many of whom, as you know,  are also G.O.A.L.S. members, will "cut and paste" your paragraph today.  -  Malcolm Whitehead 


Very sad Mike; thanks for informing.- Ted Turpin
Hadn’t realised quite how active he was,  so a sad loss indeed. Back in 1961 his brother was a leading light in getting football teams out.(This was when Pikey was only halfway through his school years,  of course.) Bryan was also involved in booking big name pantos at Lewisham Town Hall. On the bill was a young dancer called Laura, now my wife, so our connections with the Watts go back a long way .So many friends leaving us,  but we have to try and keep smiling, as I think they would wish - Bob Bevan 
Very sad news with which to start the New year. In so many ways, Graham was an “unsung hero” amongst Old Wilsonians,  just getting on with organising things behind the scenes with his own “sense of humour, ” which will be sorely missed.  -   Steve Wisson 
 What a great shame,  especially at this dreadful time. Graham was a very worthy Honorary Old Wilsonian and did so much more for this club than perhaps we acknowledged at times. He  will be missed as a larger than life character. Jasper also reflects the companionship of the OWA that Graham enjoyed, and should be thanked for his concern and efforts as well. A shocking discovery to for him to  have made  -  Peter Davis 
Hi Mike, Thanks for letting us know. Very sad. So many of the old OW guard going. - Jim Matthews 
Sad news indeed.  Mike. Another king pin in the life of the OWs leaves us,  with so many memories to think back on.  -  John Drabwell 
Very sad -  another good guy gone will be missed -  Paul Jenkins 

Really really sorry to hear of Graham’s passing. Thanks for letting me know. Whenever OWLS  was mentioned,  he always came into my mind.  - very sad.   -  John Martin 
Such sad news -  Ray Jenkins 


This is dreadful  -  he seemed his normal self at OWL's but we know he was suffering and has been for some considerable time.  -  Colin Smith 
Sad news about Graham. Such a lovely and open character and we cannot afford to lose his sort ever,  let alone at a time like this.-  Paul Kidd 
I heard today about Graham’s death,  which saddened me greatly.  Of course I only knew him in relatively recent times,  but the bond he had built over many years with the Club was obvious for all to see. -  Jeff Mascarenhas 

Explanatory Notes 

OWLS   -   Old Wilsonian Lunches, a monthly event at the Club which Graham helped to organise, the highlights of which were his ‘Parish notices’, in  which he updated those in attendance with updates of what is happening at the Club, and the draws for the 200 and Super 70 Clubs, both of which he ran for a number of years 

G.O.A.L.S   -  Golden Oldies Alcoholic Lunches, which also involves other  local Clubs,  who take  it in turns to organise the event 

     www.oldwilsonians.co.uk
Old Wilsonians Cricket Club

Page 7 of 7

[image: image2.png][image: image3.png]